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Why did we survey the community?

GOAL: DIVERT 90% OF TRASH FROM THE LANDFILL BY 2030

Each year, Kent County DPW processes over 1 billion pounds of trash, of which 75% could be
reused, recycled or repurposed. In order to achieve our shared community goal we need to better
understand an individual organization’s challenges, obstacles and barriers for diverting waste
from the landfill.

We have to understand the barriers to be able to overcome them.
We need to know what the obstacles are to eliminate them.

We want to inspire investments in West Michigan and become a national leader in recycling,
waste reduction, protection of our air, land, and the waters of the Great Lakes while helping
regional business lower their costs. Developing a Sustainable Business Park (SBP) is key to
achieving our goal: it will extend the life of the current landfill, protect our environment, create
new jobs and spark the beginnings of a Circular Economy in the region.

This survey helps us be as informed as possible so we can make the right decisions for
the good of the entire community.
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The Sustainable Business Park
A TRIPLE BOTTOM LINE WIN

It's a win for the people of It's a win for the planet It's a win for the economy
West Michigan who can rest when we look toward when we localize the
assured that their waste will Innovative ways to processing of materials. The

continue to be managed reintroduce discards back SBP will support local jobs
responsibly and in a way Into the value stream as and our West Michigan
that benefits future feedstock, plastic pellets, economy, all while capturing

generations instead of fuels and more. the S52M in "easily
burdening them. recoverable” materials of
value that are currently going
into a landfill.
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About the Sustainable
Business Park

250 Acres of Opportunity

We are seeking the best and brightest
companies and partners from across the
globe to help create a national model of a

regional circular economy.

We're looking for companies that take
waste materials headed for the landfill and
reuse or recycle those materials into
products, biofuels, textiles and more.

Companies could begin locating in the
SBP as early as 2023.

THE SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS PARK
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Survey Introduction

Kent and Allegan Counties are developing a Sustainable Business Park that
will be located on the border between Byron and Dorr townships in west
Michigan. The Sustainable Business Park will host innovative companies that
nave proven technologies and operational qualifications to partner with the
Kent County Department of Public Works (DPW) to help meet the goal of
reducing landfill disposal by 90 percent by 2030. Companies that are
selected to locate in the park will have leading-edge technologies and
approaches that help the region manage and extract value from reclaimed
materials in order to help us move closer to a circular economy.

This survey was conducted to assess the types of waste materials available in
the region and to identity potential barriers being experienced by
organizations.
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Survey Snhapshot

A This survey was intended to inform the Request for Proposals for an “anchor tenant” for
the Kent/Allegan Sustainable Business Park.

A Its purpose was to highlight the barriers and opportunities for increasing access to recycling
and landfill diversion actions through the development of alternative processing
technologies at the Sustainable Business Park.

A During the survey period, 164 respondents provided feedback to some or all of the 14
survey questions.

To

The survey was open from May 11 to June 1, 2020.

To

The target audience of the survey was organizations representing commercial, industrial,
municipal or other stakeholders. Residential waste generators were not the target.
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